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quite extraordinary exertions are made, it will shortly be less than a match for that of a certain neighbouring Power, are no doubt actuated by the highest possible motives. The same must be said of those who in Parliament and public places call the nation's attention to these supposed defects. No one is to blame, but the fact remains, and it is worth remembering, that these articles and speeches appear in the vernacular Eastern press and lose nothing in the process of translation. When one half of the country is vehemently protesting that the other half has endangered the safety of the whole, is the Oriental to be blamed for believing that that safety is really imperilled ? I write " the Oriental " rather than " the foreigner" because, European countries having free presses of their own, their publics can estimate better the right value that is to be attached to what is said in the course of political discussion. To cut it short, we have allowed the Turks to think that we are afraid of Germany, and we are in the fair way to lead them to think that we are afraid of Turkey. The Turks are a fighting race. They can sympathize with the mailed fist, even when it hits them, much more easily than they can appreciate talk of universal arbitration or the limitation of armaments.
A certain atmosphere of pessimism, a sort of political hypochondria, which originated in the South African war has oppressed the country ever since that event. It finds expression variously : in endless whining in the press about the state of the navy and the army, the fall in Consols, the declining birthrate, the weather, the lack of good plays nowadays, and anything else that happens to crop up ; in an absence of national confidence and self-restraint in time of danger, the outbreaks of hysterical excitement that prompt the suffragist raids, weakening of respect for the law, industrial strife, and many other ways that will occur to the reader.
We Englishmen attach no undue importance to all this. We observe it and are distressed accordingly: but our appetites and digestions continue their functions unimpaired by the most gloomy forebodings of the New Year leader-writer. The Turk, however, who reads these things wonders simply why we don't begin learning German on the spot.                                                           ,